51 Alternatives to the Same Ole Book Report

Pennington

English 10

For you next book project, choose one of the following ideas to present to the class.  When completing any of these projects, be sure to demonstrate a clear understanding of the book you have read by including: plot, setting, characters, conflict, etc.

1. Make a diorama. Take any old box you have around and build a scene from the book. Use toys, clay, grass, dirt, whatever is handy to build the scenery, and of course, draw or paint the background. Then write a short explanation of the details of your book including: setting, characters, conflict, and plot.  You may also want to include a description of the scene from your diorama.
2. Turn the book, or part of the book into a puppet show. Make the puppets yourself, use ones you have, or use dolls. Write a script and enlist helpers. Then put on the show for the class. Don't forget the popcorn!

3. Act out a scene from the book. Write the script and put on a show using easy costumes or signs around the neck to identify characters.  You may also want to video tape the scene.
4. Do a monologue. Pretend to be a character from the book. Tell the story. You can do this aloud. If you pick someone other than the main character, you may find the story looks different from your eyes than it does to the main character. 
5. Scan a chapter into your computer and then make illustrations for it. Remember that the characters need to look the same in every scene and have to wear the same clothes unless they have changed them. After you finish, write or tell what you learned about being an illustrator. Be sure to tell the class details about setting, characters, conflict, and plot.
6. Write a new ending for the story, or add an extra chapter. This is especially good if you hated the ending. Remember, you have to use a similar style and the ending has to make sense with the rest of the story.  If you chose this option, you will need to fill in the details about plot, setting, conflict, and characters.
7. If the story involves travel, map out the journey with illustrations of what happened there.  Also, include details about characters, plot, setting, and conflict.
8. Try doing a series of newspaper articles or television news stories on the book. This is especially good for non-fiction books. You may even want to videotape the reports. 

9.  Make a mural showing scenes from the book with captions to show us what the picture is about.

10. For older children: Try writing a child's version of a book you like. What elements of the story will you leave out? How will you simplify the story? Be sure to decide in advance what age you are writing for. Create a children’s copy to present to the class.
11. Try creating quizzes or games based on popular books. You can put your quiz on flash cards. Would your library be interested in having a copy of your game donated to them?

12. Create a web site with reviews of your favorite books. A book review is a little different from a book report, but you can put either kind on your page. 
13. Think of five things going on in your world-pollution, racism and so on, and decide how the characters in your book would react to them. This is a way of doing a character analysis. Remember that you have to really understand the character to be sure this is how they would really react. Think about the way the main characters are the same and different. They won't all have the same reaction.  Are any of these world problems addressed in your book? 
14. In a variation on the last idea, if your book takes place in the past, pretend your characters have found or built a time machine and come to visit you. Write a journal of their reactions to your world. You can have several of them take turns making entries.

15. If you have read a book about a place, pretend you work for the tourism bureau of that place. Create ads and commercials to get people to come to that place. Look at some web sites put together by places to get ideas. How would you create a campaign for your own city? 

16.  Do a costumed presentation of your book. Dress either as the author or one of the characters.
17. Make a new book jacket with an original blurb.

18. With another student, do a pretend interview with the author or with one of the characters.  You may have to write both questions and answers.

19. Complete a brown bag book report.  Include 10 items in a decorated bag and explain the significance of the items.  Try to include items that demonstrate setting, conflict, characters, plot, etc.
20. Keep a reading journal and record your thoughts at the end of each period of reading.

21. Write a book review with plot summary to present to the class.

22. Find a song or a poem that relates to the theme of your book. Explain the similarities as well as characters, plot, setting, and conflict.

23. For fun, exaggerate either characteristics or events and write a tabloid-style news story related to your book.

24. Draw a comic-book page complete with bubble-style conversations showing an incident in your book.
25. Make a poster advertising your book, include lots of pictures, descriptions, plot summary, conflict, and characters.

26.Make a travel brochure inviting tourists to visit the setting of the book. What types of activities would there be for them to attend?  Include details about plot, setting, characters, conflict, etc.

27. Dress up as one of the characters and tell the story from a first person point of view. From the point of view as if you were inside the head of one of the characters.

28. You may use Myspace, or Facebook to create a page for your book.  You may use the blurb section to explain plot, setting, characters, etc. However, keep in mind, these sites are not accessible at school.  You will have to provide me with the complete URL, so that I may access this page outside of school. *I do not want access to your personal myspace or facebook pages.  Thanks.
29. Make a mobile showing pictures or symbols or happenings in the book.

30. Design and make the front page of a newspaper from the material in the book.

31. Write a song for your story. You must present/sing it to class. Include details about characters, setting, conflict, etc.

32. Write 5 poems of at least 10 lines each about your story. (must be presented to class)  Include details about characters, plot, conflict, setting, etc.

33. Make a display board of your book. Be sure to use lots of visual displays and include details about book elements.
34. Make a banner of cloth or paper about your book.  This could take on the form of a quilt pattern.  If you choose this option, you must include reasoning for including certain items and pictures on your banner or pattern.  Your pattern may be representative to plot, setting, conflict, characters, etc.  Also, you may think in terms of the sheets designed for Homecoming 2007. You could create one of these for your project.
35. After reading a book, design a game, based on that book as its theme. Will you decide on a board game, card game, concentration? The choices are only limited to YOUR CREATIVITY! Be sure to include clear directions and provide everything needed to play.
36.Create a radio ad for your book. Write out the script and tape record it as it would be presented. Don't forget background music! Include plot, setting, characters, conflict, etc.

37. Design an advertising campaign to promote the sale of the book you read. Include each of the following: a poster, a radio or TV commercial, a magazine or newspaper ad, a bumper sticker, and a button.

38. Find the top 10 web sites a character in your book would most frequently visit. Include 2-3 sentences for each on why your character likes each of the sites.

39. Create a board game based on events and characters in the book you read. By playing your game, members of the class should learn what happened in the book. Your game must include the following: a game board, a rule sheet and clear directions, events and characters from the story. 

40. Make models of three objects which were important in the book you read. On a card attached to each model, tell why that object was important in the book.

41. Design a movie poster for the book you read. Cast the major character in the book with real actors and actresses. Include a scene or dialogue from the book in the layout of the poster. Remember, it should be PERSUASIVE; you want people to come see the movie.

42.Complete a series of five drawings that show five of the major events in the plot of the book you read. Write captions for each drawing so that the illustrations can be understood by someone who did not read the book.

43.Imagine that you are about to make a feature-length film of the novel you read. You have been instructed to select your cast from members of your English class. Cast all the major characters in your novel from your English classmates and tell why you selected each person for a given part.  Include plot summary, setting, conflict…also, be nice!

44. Plan a party for the characters in the book you read. In order to do this, complete each of the following tasks: (a) Design an invitation to the party which would appeal to all of the characters. (b) Imagine that you are five of the characters in the book and tell what each would wear to the party. (c) Tell what food you would serve and why. (d) Tell what games or entertainment you will provide and why your choices are appropriate. (e) Tell how three of the characters will act at the party. (f) What kind of a party is this? (birthday, housewarming, un-birthday, anniversary, etc.)

45. You are a prosecuting attorney putting one of the characters from the book you read on trial for a crime or misdeed. Prepare your case on paper, giving all your arguments.

46. Make a television box show of ten scenes in the order that they occur in the book you read. Cut a square form the bottom of a box to serve as a TV screen and make two slits in opposite sides of the box. Slide a butcher roll on which you have drawn the scenes through the two side slits. Make a tape to go with your television show. Be sure to write out a script before taping or performing live.

47. In The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield describes a good book as one that "when you're done reading it, you wish the author that wrote it was a terrific friend of yours and you could call him up on the phone whenever you felt like it." Imagine that the author of the book you read is a terrific friend of yours. Write out an imaginary telephone conversation between the two of you in which you discuss the book you read and other things as well.

48. Create a Powerpoint slide show about you book.  Include plot, setting, characters, conflict, etc.  You must present this show to the class.
49. Make a time line of the major events in the book you read. Be sure the divisions on the time line reflect the time period in the plot. Use drawings or magazine cutouts to illustrate events along the time line. You could present this to the class, taking us through time--event be event, for more marks

50. Make a paper doll likeness of one of the characters in the book you read. Design at least threes costumes for this character. Next, write a paragraph commenting on each outfit; tell what the clothing reflects about the character, the historical period and events in the book.

51. Complete each of these eight ideas with material growing out of the book you read: This book made me wish that. . ., realize that. . ., decide that. . ., wonder about. . ., see that. . ., believe that . . ., feel that . . ., and hope that. . . .If you select this option, you statements need to be a min. of one paragraph long. *Try to include details about plot, setting, characters, conflict, etc.

